Dispensing habits of Johannesburg pharmacists in treating acute infantile diarrhoea.
Sixty pharmacists in Johannesburg were randomly selected and questioned on their suggested treatment of acute infantile diarrhoea as well as their knowledge of oral rehydration therapy (ORT); 53 (88%) responded. Of 51 pharmacists who had treated diarrhoea in children, 8 (16%) had never heard of ORT, while 20 (39%) treated this condition with antidiarrhoeal drugs. These findings are perturbing, because acute diarrhoeal disease is the biggest cause of mortality of children aged 1-4 years in South Africa and ORT is recognised as an effective means of prevention of death.